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I.  THE  ANCIENT  SEA 


^    ^IHiunclrcds  of  millions  oF  years  ago  an 
Ancient  Sea  covered  our  regiori. 

rivers  brought  mud  and  sand  which 
settled  on  the  floor  of  the  sea. 

As  time  went  on  this  sand 
and  mud  solidified  into  sand- 
stone and  shale. 

TThere  were  no  men  or  animals  _  ,  .  _j 
nor  trees  or  flowers  on  the  lan6. 

warm  waters  of  the  Ancient  Sea  teemed 
with  shelltish  and  crab -like  creatures. 

Tihe  shells,  imprints  or  tracks  ot  the  ani- 
mals ai^e  presei^ved  as  fossils.  ^ 
£ach  geologic  age  has  its  own 
kinds  of  animals  and  we  can  tell 
the  age  ot  rocks  by  their  fossils. 


2.  VOLCANISM 


^  jl  he  land  rose  and  the  shallou;  sea  drained 
away. 

"Volcanoes  burst  forth  where  AAalden,T\Iee6 
ham  and  Mattapan  now  stand. 

Ashes  darkened  the  sky,  rock  fragments  bom- 
barded the  Earth  and  lava  welled  up  from  the 
depths. 

^^TMost  of  the  liquid  rock  did  not  reach  the 
surface ;  it  slowly  crystallized  into  granite  deep 
beneath  the  earth. 


TF^in- wash. rivers  and  glaciers  have  since 
worn  away  the  covering  rocks  and  carved  the 
present  Blue  Hills  out  of  the  granite. 


3.  THE  OLD  ICE  AGE 


hot,  humid  climate  of  the  volcanic 
time  now  turned  colder 

Snovu  covered  the  mountains  cast  of  Bos- 
ton and  glaciers  descended  to  th^  plains. 

Powerful  streams,  flowing  out  from  under 
the  ice  poured  a  vast  amount  of  coarse  gravel 
into  the  Boston  Basia. 

nrhe  ice  overrode  the  gravels  and  covered 
t:hem  with  till. 

As  the  ice  melted  a  large  cold  lake  covered 
the  basin  and  a  thick  layQV  of  fine  mud  set- 
tled on  the  floor  of  the  lake. 
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4.THE  RISE  OF  MOUNTAINS 


ovenu'nts  of  {\^Q  [garths  crust  buckled 
Hu'  rocks  into  mountains. 

he  WGcik  s^dimt'nts  of  the  Bos- 
i  n  Basin  WQve  folded,  while  great 
slices  of  the  strong  ancient  rocks 
were  thrust  over  the  Basin's  edge. 


he  uplifted  folds  were  carved  by  swift 
cascading  rivers  into  rugged  mountains  high 
as  the  Alps. 
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TKus  ended  the 
first,  the  up- 
building, part 
of  our  historv. 


5.THE  GREAT  EROSION 


Rain  and  rivers. frost  and  wind  wore 
down  the  mountains  until  the  land  became 
a  low.  gently  rolling  country 

j^^nly  the  roots  of  the  former  mountains 
remained. 

From  this  time  on  but  little  was  added 
to  the  rocks  of  Boston  ;  only  some  lava 
forced  its  way  into  theocracies  and  hard- 
ened into  <^il^^^-||||||[|||||||||^^ 

A  large  river  possibly  the  ancient  Mer- 
rimack, carved  a  wide  valley 
now  occupied  by  a  chain  of 
lakes. 

The  climate  was  warm  and   

the  land,  air  and  sea  were  inhabited  by 
large  reptiles,  the  dinosaurs,  and  later  by 
mammals. 


